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Welcome to Welbeck Children’s and to Robert Ingpen’s collection of classic 
children’s stories.

From riverbanks to the rabbit hole, from a treasure island to the yellow brick road, 
along the Mississippi to Neverland and to lands far and wide, come with us whilst 
Robert takes us page by page into the secret garden and to worlds of wonderment 
that will stay with us forever.

A truly inspired portfolio of illustrated classics that readers will return to time and 
time again and re-imagine landscapes where their imaginations run free.

Robert’s talent for illustration is recognised worldwide and his distinguished and 
award-winning career is a testament to his love of children’s books.  

We could not be prouder to be working with Robert, republishing his backlist 
collection whilst creating new titles that will add to this stunning collection.  

New titles are Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver’s Travels and, in the not-too-distant future, 
an amazing edition of Aesop’s Fables.

Come with us on a journey to worlds within worlds, unleash your imagination and 
let your love of the classics be re-awakened, nurtured and never disappear.

Jane Harris
Welbeck Children’s Group Publisher
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The adventures of Robinson Crusoe, so thrillingly 
imagined by Defoe, were first published in 1719 and 
have continued to delight and enthral readers of all 
ages. Masterfully illustrated, this edition has been 
adapted for children with gripping tales of pirates, 
daring escapes and strange people. 

Young and impulsive, Robinson Crusoe defies 
the advice of his parents and runs away to sea. He 
is plagued by misfortune at every turn but Crusoe’s 
determination and resourcefulness fills him with hope 
for a better life, and fate delivers him the opportunity 
for freedom, friendship and riches. But it is when he 
is shipwrecked on a deserted island that he faces his 
greatest test: not simply to survive but to thrive. 

Price: £20.00 
September 2021 
Illustrations: Full colour
Extent: 176 pages
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 8+
Word count: 44,000 words
Territory:
Sold in 6 languages

RO B IN SO N 
CRU SO E

Daniel Defoe





A new illustrated gift edition of a beloved classic.

Three hundred years ago, a great deal of the world as 
we now know it was still undiscovered. A voyage in 
those days was not a pleasant thing, and a traveller 
was likely to encounter mysterious islands and strange 
people. Danger lurked around every corner, and friends 
and foes are to be found unexpectedly, and in equal 
measure.

When Lemuel Gulliver, a ship's surgeon, sets off on the 
high seas in search of adventure, things never seem to 
go quite according to plan. Through a series of disasters 
and misadventures, he finds himself cast upon strange 
islands whose inhabitants are of the most unusual 
size, and the most confusing philosophies. Yet Gulliver 
always seems to make it back to his home country 
where he recovers from one adventure shortly before 
setting sail once more and ending up in another one.

Gulliver's Travels has been loved by many generations 
of readers for almost 300 years, and the telling of the 
misfortunes and pleasures of its eponymous hero is one 
of Jonathan Swift's most enduring legacies.

Price: £20.00
September 2021
Illustrations: Full colour
Extent: 224 pages
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 8+
Word count:: 81,000 words
Territory: Sold in 1 language

 G U LLI V E R ’ S  TR AV E L S
Jonathan Swift





‘Twas the night before Christmas,

when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring,

not even a mouse.’

On Christmas Eve in 1822 when his children had hung 
up their stockings ready for Santa Claus, Clement C. 
Moore entertained them with the poem he had penned 
for them as a Christmas present. His famous opening 
words send a shiver of anticipation down the spine, and 
the events that follow perfectly capture the excitement 
of the most magical night of the year. This enchanting 
poem is a delight to read aloud and remains an 
essential part of Christmas Eve tradition for countless 
families around the world. This beautiful gift edition 
brings together the original poem with heartwarming 
illustrations, each one rich with the magic and warmth 
of Christmas.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 30 full-colour
Extent: 48pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count:: 550 words
Territory: Sold in 4 languages

THE  NIG HT  B E FO RE 
CHRI S TM A S 

Clement C. Moore
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  was the night before Christmas,

when all through the house

Not a creature was stirring,

not even a mouse.
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The Nutcracker is well-loved by many, and is perhaps 
best known as the inspiration for Tchaikovsky’s 
famous ballet, performed as a favourite Christmas 
spectacle the world over. The ballet was based on a 
French retelling of the story, and Hoffmann’s German 
original is rarely translated in its entirety. This version, 
published to celebrate the bicentenary of the tale’s 
first publication in 1816, includes the familiar tale of 
the gentle young girl and her love for the enchanted 
Nutcracker – a Christmas gift from her enigmatic 
Godfather Drosselmeier – who leads the toy soldiers 
in a dramatic battle against the sinister Mouse King, 
and whisks her away to the Kingdom of Toys. But it 
also retains the original ‘story within the story’, told to 
Marie by Drosselmeier when she is ill in bed: The Tale of 

the Hard Nut, which explains how the poor Nutcracker 
came to be. Endlessly imaginative, deliciously quirky 
and tempered by a strong sense of humour, Hoffmann’s 
story will, like Drosselmeier’s magical inventions, 
delight and enthral adults and children alike.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 30 full-colour
Extent: 48pp
Format: 170 x 141
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 30,000 words
Territory: Sold in 4 languages
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The 
Nutcracker

The Nutcracker is well-loved by many, and is
perhaps best known as the inspiration for 
Tchaikovsky’s famous ballet, performed as a 
favourite Christmas spectacle the world over. 
The ballet was based on a French retelling of the 
story, and Hoffmann’s German original is rarely 
translated in its entirety. This version includes 
the familiar tale of the gentle young girl and her 
love for the enchanted Nutcracker – a Christmas 
gift from her enigmatic Godfather Drosselmeier 
– who leads the toy soldiers in a dramatic battle 
against the sinister Mouse King, and whisks her 
away to the Kingdom of Toys. But it also retains 
the original ‘story within the story’, told to 
Marie by Drosselmeier when she is ill in bed: 
The Tale of the Hard Nut, about the cursed 
Princess Pirlipat, which explains the background 
of how the poor Nutcracker came to be. 

This beautiful volume, published to celebrate 
the bicentenary of the tale’s fi rst publication 
in 1816, brings together the complete, 
unabridged German classic, in a new translation 
by the eminent translator Anthea Bell, with 
over seventy wonderful illustrations by the 
award-winning artist Robert Ingpen. Endlessly 
imaginative, deliciously quirky and tempered 
by a strong sense of humour, Hoffmann’s story 
will, like Drosselmeier’s magical inventions, 
delight and enthral adults and children alike.

“Marie kept gazing at the dear little man, 
whom she had loved at fi rst sight, and she 

saw what a kind face he had. His pale-green, 
slightly protuberant eyes expressed nothing but 
friendliness and goodwill. And the neat white 
cotton-wool beard on his chin suited the little 
man very well, setting off the sweet smile of 

his bright-red mouth.”

E.T.A. 
Hoffmann

ILLUSTRATED
BY

Robert
Ingpen

ERNST THEODOR AMADEUS HOFFMANN 
(1776–1822) was born in Königsberg, Prussia 
(which is now Kaliningrad, Russia). He was 
educated in law, but his chief interest was music 
and as a young man moved to Germany hoping 
to begin a musical career; he went on to work as 
a composer, director and orchestral conductor. 
In his thirties he turned his focus to writing, as 
a way to supplement his income. With his four 
novels, and around fi fty stories and novellas, 
he became one of the best-known and most 
admired and infl uential authors of his time. He 
is the subject and hero of Offenbach’s famous 
opera The Tales of Hoffmann and is regarded by 
many as a seminal fi gure in the fi eld of fantasy 
for children.

ROBERT INGPEN was born in 1936 in 
Geelong, Australia and still lives and works 
nearby in Barwon Heads. He studied illustration 
art and book design at The Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology. In 1986, he was 
awarded the Hans Christian Andersen Medal 
for his contribution to children’s literature and 
he has been honoured with Membership of the 
Order of Australia. The Nutcracker is the latest 
title in his highly acclaimed series of illustrated 
Children’s Classics, which have now been 
published in many editions around the world. 
The titles in the series are: 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
Alice Through the Looking-Glass 
Around the World in Eighty Days 
Just So Stories 
Peter Pan and Wendy 
The Adventures of Pinocchio 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
The Jungle Book 
The Secret Garden 
The Wind in the Willows 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
Treasure Island 
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THE  
N UTCR ACKE R 

E.T.A. Hoffman



The astonishing tale of how the old woodcarver 
Geppetto made a puppet boy from an unusual piece 
of wood, who could talk, dance and turn somersaults, 
has been a much-loved story since it was first written 
more than 130 years ago. The irrepressible Pinocchio 
ignores the advice of his kindly father and sets off into 
the world.
The Adventures of Pinocchio was originally serialised in 
Il Giornale dei Bambini, the first newspaper for children 
in Italy, from 1881 to 1882, and published as a novel in 
1883 to great acclaim.
Pinocchio is a disobedient and exuberant boy who is 
easily led astray. He encounters many remarkable 
characters – including the dastardly Fox and Cat, a wise 
talking cricket and a beautiful blue-haired fairy, and 
lurches from one predicament to another before finally 
learning his lesson and obtaining his heart’s desire – 
becoming a real boy.
In this handsome new edition, Robert Ingpen has 
captured the rascally Pinocchio and his extraordinary 
adventures as never before.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 208pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 40,000 words
Territory: Sold in 7 languages

THE  A DV E NTU RE S  
O F  PIN O CCHI O 

Carlo Collodi



‘All children, except one, grow up.’

Robert Ingpen’s beautiful illustrations breathe new 
life into this most famous of modern fairy stories. 
This classic tale of a boy who wouldn’t grow up has 
retained its popularity since publication, first as a 
play and then as a novel in 1911. Following his death 
in 1937, J.M. Barrie left his royalties in perpetuity to 
Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital and this 
magnificent edition was originally published to 
commemorate the centenary of first publication and 
to continue as a fundraiser. Robert first attempted 
illustrating this classic when he was only seven years 
old and, remarkably, still has his early drawings. The 
mature work demonstrated in this, his first classic of 
the series, captivates the reader as they embark upon 
the astonishing adventures of Peter Pan and Wendy, 
the Lost Boys, the mischievous fairy Tinkerbell and the 
notorious Captain Hook.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 216pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 45,000 words
Territory: Sold in 9 languages 

PE TE R  PA N  
A ND  WE NDY

J.M. Barrie



‘In Treasure Island Stevenson wrote one of the greatest books 

of all time, an enduring masterpiece, and my favourite too. 

No edition has ever been better illustrated than this. Ingpen’s 

drawings are utterly compelling.’ 

– Michael Morpurgo

This classic tale of pirates, treasure and swashbuckling 
action on the high seas is the archetypal ripping yarn, 
and continues to excite readers of all ages.
Young innkeeper’s son Jim Hawkins finds himself 
embroiled in a breathtaking race to find Captain Flint’s 
treasure, alongside the treacherous Long John Silver, 
and closely followed by a band of dastardly pirates, 
among them the ominous Blind Pew. Robert Ingpen  
has let his imagination loose on this enthralling 
adventure, bringing the unforgettable characters to life 
as never before.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 192pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 60,000 words
Territory: Sold in 13 
languages

TRE A SU RE 
I S L A ND 

Robert Louis Stevenson



Simply and beautifully written, The Jungle Book remains a 
sublime classic work of children’s literature. The story of 
Mowgli, the man-cub who is brought up by wolves in the 
Indian jungle, is one of the greatest literary myths ever 
created. As he embarks on a series of thrilling escapades, 
Mowgli encounters such unforgettable creatures as 
Bagheera, the graceful black panther, and Shere Khan, 
the tiger with the blazing eyes. Other animal stories 
range from the simple heroism found in ‘Rikki-tikki-tavi’ 
to the macabre comedy of ‘The Undertakers’.
A rich and complex fable of animal and human life, 
Kipling’s enduring tale dazzles the imagination with 
its astonishing descriptive powers and lively sense of 
adventure. It has inspired Robert Ingpen to achieve 
some of his most magical depictions of wildlife in this 
new edition. Mowgli and the creatures of the jungle are 
brought to life as never before although as Robert says: ‘I 
have tried to tread as lightly as I can with my images and 
hope I have left enough space for the reader to continue 
to make the adventure that Kipling created for us during 
his time in India.’

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 192pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 50,000 words
Territory: Sold in 12 
languages

THE 
J U N G LE  B O O K 

Rudyard Kipling



‘Once upon a time, O my Best Beloved ...’

So begins this classic collection of gloriously fanciful 
tales of how things in the world came to be as they are.
Rudyard Kipling first entertained his own children with 
these delightful, warm and humorous stories, which he 
later wrote down for publication in 1902. Conjuring up 
distant lands and exotic jungles, they are bewitching for 
both children and adults and this sumptuous volume 
includes the often-missing thirteenth story, ‘The Tabu 
Tale’.

‘This was the first book I truly loved and I still marvel at the 

inventiveness of Rudyard Kipling. In this irresistible edition, 

the characters come to life at the hand of Ingpen – just as my 

mother’s voice brought them to life when she read them to me.’

– Michael Morpurgo

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 192pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 50,000 words
Territory: Sold in 6 languages

J U S T  S O 
S TO RIE S 

Rudyard Kipling 



‘Every brush-stroke of his beautifully-conceived illustrations 

is a tribute to what is going on in the story. There are grand 

double page panoramic spreads at the start of each chapter 

(the curving stream for “The River Bank”, the cosy interior of 

“Dulce Domum”), there are full-page plates (Turner’s Venice 

looms up, entirely appropriately, in “The Gates of Dawn”) and 

there are a host of vignettes in the text which perfectly catch 

the atmosphere of the story as it progresses. And it is the 

whole story too.’

– Books for Keeps

Kenneth Grahame’s classic tale was first published in 
1908, and children and adults alike fell in love with the 
timid Mole, the friendly Water Rat, the erudite Badger 
and of course the irrepressible Toad. The quiet life they 
lead on the banks of the River Thames is interspersed 
with adventures, normally instigated by Toad, who has 
a propensity for trouble. This magnificent edition has 
been published so that fans of all ages can relive this 
heart-warming tale of friendship.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 224pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 50,000 words
Territory: Sold in 11 
Languages

THE  WIND  
IN  THE  WILLOWS 

Kenneth Grahame



‘I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all  

the year.’

This classic seasonal tale of self-discovery has become 
one of Charles Dickens’s most famous and best-loved 
works. The miserly Ebenezer Scrooge is haunted by the 
ghost of his former business partner Jacob Marley, who 
warns him on Christmas Eve that he will be visited by 
three spirits. The ghosts of Christmas Past, Christmas 
Present and Christmas Yet to Come show Scrooge the 
scenes of his youth, the poverty-stricken Christmas 
being endured by his loyal clerk Bob Cratchit and his 
crippled son Tiny Tim – and the lonely future that 
awaits Scrooge if he continues in his grasping ways. 
He awakes on Christmas morning chastened by his 
nocturnal experiences, and resolves to be a better 
man. This volume includes Dickens’s short story, ‘A 
Christmas Tree’, with its evocative description of the 
delights of Christmas, which provides perfect fireside 
reading once the gifts are unwrapped.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 192pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 30,000 words 
Territory: Sold in 9 languages

A  CHRI S TM A S  
C A RO L 
Charles Dickens



‘Saturday morning was come, and all the summer world was 

bright and fresh, and brimming with life.’

So we enter a day of endless possibility in Mark 
Twain’s classic tale. He called it a ‘hymn to boyhood’, 
and this unforgettable story of a boy growing up in a 
small town on the Mississippi has become an all-time 
favourite, not just in America, but around the world. 
The original boyhood hero, the irrepressible Tom is 
an irresistible mix of exuberance, bad behaviour and 
bravado. Whether he is tricking his schoolmates into 
whitewashing a fence, running away to become a 
pirate with his friend Huck Finn, witnessing a murder, 
discovering treasure, or falling in love with the lovely 
Becky Thatcher, trouble, good humour and adventure 
are never far away.
Robert Ingpen’s illustrations create a real sense of 
time, place and character: each image an enchanting 
evocation of a distant time in the American South.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 240pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 65,000 words
Territory: Sold in 10  
languages

THE  A DV E NTU RE S  
O F  TOM  S AW Y E R 

Mark Twain



The tale of Dorothy and her beloved dog Toto, who are 
carried away by a tornado to the Land of Oz, is one of 
the most enchanting stories in children’s literature. The 

Wonderful Wizard of Oz was a bestseller on publication 
in 1900, and its popularity was further enhanced by the 
celebrated MGM movie in 1939 that made Judy Garland 
a star.
On her journey to the Emerald City to seek out the 
mysterious Wizard and find a way back home, Dorothy 
encounters many endearing characters of whom the 
triumvirate of the Scarecrow, the Tin Woodman and 
the Cowardly Lion prove lasting comrades. This new 
edition follows these wonderful characters along the 
yellow brick road and, as Robert Ingpen says, he ‘had 
the privilege of drawing Baum’s “Oz” characters and 
their adventures to be as near to “real” as I have always 
wanted them to be.’ The journey from cyclone stricken 
Kansas to Oz and back again is portrayed in fabulous 
colours and particularly emerald green. This is The 

Wizard of Oz brilliantly depicted by the Wizard of Aus.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 192pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 40,000 words
Territory: Sold in 11 
languages

THE  WO ND E RFU L  
WIZ A RD  O F  OZ 

L. Frank Baum



‘When Mary Lennox was sent to Misselthwaite Manor to live 

with her uncle everybody said she was the most disagreeable 

looking child ever seen.’

So begins Frances Hodgson Burnett’s classic, included 
in the Robert Ingpen collection for the centenary of its 
first publication in 1911. The story of a spoilt, neglected 
young girl, who comes to the home of her widowed and 
grieving uncle. The secret garden of the title is a walled, 
overgrown paradise. Mary is led to its ivy-covered 
door by a robin and, with the help of the servant’s son 
Dickon, begins to tend it. Her petulance mellows, and 
the garden also helps to bring the transformation of 
Colin, the invalid son that Mary’s uncle keeps hidden 
away. In this edition the full and unabridged text is 
accompanied by plant drawings that bring the garden 
back into stunning bloom.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 240pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 70,000 words
Territory: Sold in 6 languages

THE  
S E CRE T  G A RD E N 

Frances Hodgson Burnett



‘A classy new edition of a story with enduring appeal. Made 

me want to go round the world again.’

– Michael Palin

Although we live in an age when round-the-world travel 
is possible in hours rather than weeks, Jules Verne’s 
tale of a race against the clock has never lost its power 
to thrill. Set in 1872, Mr Phileas Fogg, a gentleman of 
precision and predictability, and his manservant, the 
ever resourceful Passepartout, ride through India on 
an elephant, sail the South China Sea in the teeth of 
a typhoon and cross the snow-covered plains of the 
American Wild West in order to fulfil a wager that the 
journey can be completed in just eighty days. Will they 
make it in time?
An evocation of an era when all travel was an 
adventure, this timeless classic is rich with detail that 
has engaged the imagination of Robert Ingpen.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 240pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 70,000 words
Territory: Sold in 14 
languages

A RO U ND  
THE  WO RLD  IN  
E IG HT Y  DAYS 

Jules Verne  



This classic story began as an improvised tale told by 
Lewis Carroll to a group of children on a boating picnic 
in 1862 and was first formally published three years 
later. Its curious effect of half-dream, half-nightmare 
instantly captured the imagination of both children  
and adults, and it has been a favourite ever since.  
Alice’s adventures down the rabbit hole, and the strange 
characters she meets there, remain fixed in  
our imaginations.
It proved an irresistible challenge for Robert Ingpen to 
follow in the tracks of many great illustrators including 
one of his heroes, Sir John Tenniel, the first illustrator of 
Alice. This superb edition brings together the complete 
and unabridged text with more than 70 illustrations, 
each reflecting the unique style and extraordinary 
imagination of this popular story.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 192pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 30,000 words
Territory: Sold in 13 
languages 

A LI CE ’ S  
A DV E NTU RE S  IN 
WO ND E RL A ND 

Lewis Carroll



‘Why, sometimes I’ve believed as many as six impossible 

things before breakfast.’

Robert Ingpen’s illustrated edition of Alice’s Adventures 

in Wonderland is one of the most highly praised of 
all his children’s classics series. To mark the 150th 
anniversary of this celebrated tale in December 2015, 
Robert embarked upon Lewis Carroll’s second literary 
masterpiece – an enchanting tale full of anarchic 
humour, witty rhymes and sparkling word play. 
When Alice steps through the looking-glass in the 
drawing room, she finds herself in a bizarre world where 
chess pieces walk about, flowers talk and nothing is 
quite as it seems. Alice is caught up in a very peculiar 
chess game and encounters many eccentric characters 
– including the argumentative Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee, Humpty Dumpty and the quick-tempered 
Red Queen. New readers and devoted Alice fans alike 
will enjoy exploring the Looking-Glass world in this 
sumptuous volume.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 70 full-colour
Extent: 192pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 27,000 words
Territory: Sold in 7 languages

A LI CE 
THRO U G H  THE 

LO O KIN G  G L A S S 
Lewis Carroll



‘The Owl and the Pussycat went to sea

In a beautiful pea-green boat …’

Sail away for a year and a day to the land where the 
Bong-tree grows! Originally published to commemorate 
the bicentenary of the birth of Edward Lear in May 1812, 
this is a joyful interpretation of perhaps his best-loved 
rhyme. The exuberant and romantic tale of the Owl and 
the Pussycat was first written in 1867 for the children of 
Lear’s patron, Lord Stanley, and such was its popularity 
that he followed it with many more nonsense verses. 
Edward Lear’s timeless poem is a delight to read aloud, 
its whimsical verses just as sparkling today, more than 
150 years since it was first written, and Ingpen’s new 
illustrations bring to life Lear’s extraordinary world and 
the bizarre creatures that populate it like never before, 
adding another layer of whimsical humour.

Price: £20.00 
Illustrations: 30 full-colour
Extent: 48pp
Format: 235 x 195mm
Binding: Hardback
Age range: 10+
Word count: 5,000 words
Territory: Sold in 3 languages

THE  OWL  A ND  
THE  PU S S YC AT 

Edward Lear



Robert Ingpen was born in 1936 
in Geelong, Australia. He studied 
illustration art and book design at 
The Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology (RMIT). After graduation 
he was employed in 1958 as a graphic 
designer and illustrator with the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation (CSIRO) and in 
1968 began his long and distinguished 
career as an illustrator and author. In 
1986, he became the first Australian to 
be awarded the Hans Christian Andersen 
Medal for his contribution to children’s 
literature and he has been honoured 
with a Doctor of Arts of RMIT, and with 
Membership of the Order of Australia. 

A world-renowned artist and author, 
Ingpen has designed, illustrated and 
written more than 100 books, notably 
including his highly acclaimed series 
of illustrated Children’s Classics – 
unabridged, beautifully designed 
editions of the great works of children’s 
literature, from Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland to The Wind in the Willows, 
Peter Pan and Wendy to The Secret Garden – 
which have now been published in many 
editions and in many different languages 
around the world. Robert now lives and 
works in Barwon Heads, Australia, near 
his hometown of Geelong. 
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