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don’t be bored rock
once you were orange fire
thundering down some
mountain slope or
hurtling silver sleek
through deep sky

maybe you were thrown up
sputtering red by
an ancient fuming volcano or
born with the planet in a
starless galactic bang 

to be carved sharp by ice 
rounded by raging wind

but whichever it was
being still now is good
after all 

you have so much to remember



Read and talk about the poem
Read the poem out loud together and talk 
about it. What do you think is it about? 
How does it make you feel? What makes you 
feel this way? Re-read the poem again and 
think about what happened. What do you 
know about the rock? How long has it been 
around for? What journey has it taken, before 
it has reached this place? What happened 
to it on its journey? What does this make us 
think about the rock? Now look back at the 
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poem again, and think about the words and 
phrases that make the story of the humble 
rock sound powerful and dramatic. Think 
about the choice of adjectives in phrases 
like orange fire, an ancient fuming volcano, 
raging wind. What do these words add to our 
feelings about the rock and its importance in 
the world?

Explore the concepts
Use an encyclopedia or reference book to 
find out more about how rocks are formed. 
If you have access to the internet, you 
could use this page on the Britannica Kids 
website: https://kids.britannica.com/kids/
article/rock/404136. Why do you think the 
poet might have chosen a rock as the subject 
of her poem? What might be interesting or 
fascinating about rocks for her? What links 
can you see between what you read and what 
the poet has chosen to include in the poem? 
Go outside and find a rock or pebble of your 
own. Hold it in your hand and think about 
how it might have been formed, based on 
what you have found out. What might have 
happened to it in its journey to you?

Perform the poem
Re-read the poem again, and think about 
how you can emphasise the drama of the 
poem in your performance. Think about 
how you could use your voice to create 
the rise and fall in the journey – where 
will you speed up, where will you slow 
down, where you will make your voice 
louder or quieter, where you might take a 
pause, where lines need to run into each 
other. Practice a few times to perfect 
this. Consider how to use your facial 
expressions and body movements to add 
to the storytelling, making sure these add 
to, but don’t detract from the meaning of 
the words and the emotions evoked by the 
poem. Perform this to a friend or family 
member and ask for their reactions. 

Activate your imagination
Think about an element in nature that 
interests you. It could be a seed, plant or 
flower, a particular creature, or a physical 
feature like a river. Take a piece of paper and 
a pen and write down why this element of 
nature interests you. In the same way that 
you researched rock formation, find out 
more about your chosen element of nature. 
Bring your ideas together by considering 
what you might want to tell someone else 
about this element of nature and why it is 
special. How will you make them see how 
special this thing is? How will you show you 
understand them, how they came into being, 
how they behave, what they do and why they 
are important? When you have some ideas 
written down, see if you can use these to 
make your own poem about the element 
of nature you have chosen. You could also 
have a go at illustrating your poem, like Junli 
Song has done for Don’t Be Bored Rock.

Text © 2019 Zaro Weil 
Illustration © 2019 Junli Song

by Zaro Weil and illustrated by Junli Song



by Zaro Weil and illustrated by Junli Song
ELEPHANT TUSKS

Text © 2019 Zaro Weil 
Illustration © 2019 Junli Song

these long smooth tusks 
are mine
passed down to me by 
my family
who are older than your family
it would be very bad luck 
for you humans
to take my tusks
you don’t need them
besides 
it is clearly my ancient 
elephant right
to keep them



Read and talk about the poem
Read the poem out loud together and talk 
about it. What do you think is it about? How 
does it make you feel? What makes you feel 
this way? Re-read the poem again and focus 
carefully on the language. Consider the 
repetition of the words me and mine and 
you and your. Who do you think is speaking 
in this poem? Who do you think they might be 
speaking to, and why? What do you think the 
line, it would be very bad luck for you humans 
to take my tusks might mean? Do you think 
this is a threat? Now look at the illustration 
that accompanies the poem. Why do you 
think the illustrator might have chosen to 
dress the elephant in human clothing, and 
have it standing on two legs? 
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Explore the concepts
Read the poem again. Why do you think 
a human might take an elephant’s tusks? 
Why do you think the poet has chosen to 
highlight this in a poem? Do you know of 
any other animals who are endangered by 
humans? Why do you think this is? If you 
have access to a smartphone, tablet, laptop 
or computer, access the WWF endangered 
species list: www.worldwildlife.org/species/
directory?page=2&sort=extinction_status. 
Look at how the list is categorised into least 
concern, near threatened, vulnerable (like 
the elephant), endangered and critically 
endangered. What do you think these words 
mean? How do these words make you feel 
about the animals? Pick an animal that you 
think people may want to support because 

of its extinction status. Look at the section 
headers, Facts, Why they matter, Threats 
and What WWF is doing. Make a note of 
information that you think might be useful 
in presenting the plight of the animal and 
to persuade someone that this is important 
and to help.

Perform the poem
Re-read the poem again. Discuss the 
feelings that the poem evokes in you. How 
does it make you feel as you read? How do 
you think the elephant feels as it is saying 
these words? How does this compare with 
other poems, like Life is Big and This Tiny 
Bean? Do you think you would perform it in 
the same way as those poems? How might it 
be different? Do you think this is a loud poem 
or a quiet poem; or does it vary? What makes 
you think this? Re-read the poem and think 
about how you might use your voice, facial 
expressions and body language to create 
the feelings you felt while reading and that 
the elephant might feel whilst saying the 
words. Practice a few times to perfect 
this. Consider how to use your facial 
expressions and body movements to add 
to the storytelling, making sure these add 

to, but don’t detract from the meaning of 
the words and the emotions evoked by the 
poem. You could record yourself performing 
and watch this back to consider the effect 
you have created and the impact of your 
performance as you watch.

Activate your imagination
Create and shape a poem of your own 
about an endangered animal, using what 
you found effective in the original poem 
to inspire your own ideas or choices. You 
may wish to choose to write in role as the 
animal, addressing a human reader directly. 
Think about how you will celebrate your 
features, that are so highly prized by the 
human hunters and how you will show 
the anger and resentment towards what 
the humans are doing to put you in danger 
through your choice of words.
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life is big
I thought
seeing the
whole wide world
while walking home
real slow

life is big
thought the grasshopper
landing in
green folds
between
grass blades

life is big
thought the snake
slithering fat coils
along the
rusty fence

life is big
thought the beetle
scuttling over the
rustling
aspen leaf

life is big
thought the caterpillar
squeezing inside a
fresh cabbage

life is big
thought the ant
carrying the
apple seed
to its
nest

life is big
thought the mouse
zigzagging between
sugar-scented
weeds

life is big
thought the cat
staring hard
at the blue sky of 
diving birds

life is big
thought the dog
chasing round
trees loud with
scampering
squirrels

life is big
thought the fly
circling a
thousand and one times
round my head



Read and talk about the poem
Read the poem out loud together and 
discuss your initial impressions. What did it 
make you think about? How did it make you 
feel? What made you feel this way? Consider 
the title, Life is Big. What does this mean 
to you? What do you think it means to the 
creatures in the poem? Now, re-read the 
poem, considering the creatures described 
in each verse. Who do you think the ‘I’ might 
be in the final verse? What language in the 
descriptions helps you to picture the creatures 
and their actions? How do you think each 
creature might be feeling in their verse? What 
in the words makes you think this? Is the 
caterpillar satisfied whilst squeezing into the 
cabbage? Is the mouse worried as it zigzags 
between the weeds? Do you have a favourite 
verse? Why is this? Come back again to 
the title, Life is Big. Do you ever have this 
thought? Why might life seem big at times? 
What might you do if this thought became 
overwhelming? Consider how the poem 
focusses back on the little things in life; 
what are the small things that you appreciate 
day to day? 
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Explore the concepts
Think again about these creatures. If you 
were going to order them from smallest to 
largest, which order would they go in? Pick 
one of the verses, re-read it and think about 
the language that has been used to describe 
what the creature is doing. Take some paper 
and art materials and create an illustration 
of the verse. How will you share the size and 
scale of the creature, in relation to the wider 
world around them to emphasise the title of 
the poem Life is Big? 

Perform the poem
Read the poem again, thinking about the 
actions of the creatures in the poem. How 
could you perform the poem to emphasise 
these? This could be through physical 
actions, but could also be the way in 
which you use your voice to emphasise 
the movements. Will you pace lines or 
verses differently? Will some be faster or 
slower than others? Will you change the 
pitch or volume of your voice? Consider the 
repetition of the line ‘life is big’. How will 
you say this at the start of each verse? Will 
you say it in the same way each time, or 
differently? Consider how to use your facial 
expressions and body movements to add 
to the storytelling, making sure these add 
too, but don’t detract from the meaning of 
the words and the emotions evoked by the 
poem. You could record yourself performing 
and watch this back to consider the effect 
you have created and the impact of your 
performance as you watch.

Activate your imagination
Consider other creatures that may have the 
same thought that life is big, who are not 
mentioned in the poem. Pick a creature and 
see if you can add your own verse to the 
poem about this creature. Think back to the 
original poem and the imagery created in 
the words that described the actions of the 
creature. Close your eyes and visualise your 
chosen creature. What are they doing while 
thinking that life is big? It may help to draw a 
sketch of your creature. This might enable 
you to think of language to describe this in 
your own verse. You might think of verbs to 
describe their actions, like slithering, scuttling, 
squeezing, carrying, in the original poem. 
You might think of how to add description 
using prepositions or adjectives, such as in 
the phrases along the rusty fence, inside a 
fresh cabbage or between sugar-scented weeds. 
When you’ve drafted your verse, think about 
how you will set it out on the page. Where 
will you break the lines? Will you illustrate 
your verse? Share your writing with a friend 
or family member. 
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this tiny bean
was sprung from a bean flower
and fed by the sun
blue and yellow birds 
sought it out
weightless butterflies 
rested on its quivering petals 
generations of insects 
climbed up and down its 
perfectly formed pod 
rainbow water 
splashed its roots

clearly 
this tiny bean 
was never in a million years
just any old 
bean



Read and talk about the poem
Read the poem out loud together and 
discuss your initial impressions. What did it 
make you think about? How did it make you 
feel? What were you picturing in your mind 
as you heard the words? What words painted 
these pictures for you? Re-read the poem for 
a second time. How do you feel about the 
bean? What has the poet done to make you 
feel that way? Consider the final line: clearly 
this tiny bean was never in a million years 
just any old bean. What words or phrases 
make you think the bean is special? Why was 
this? How would you describe this bean, in a 
word, a phrase or a sentence?
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Explore the concepts
Find a seed, stone or bean that you can 
plant or grow. This could be a seed from 
inside a fruit you’ve eaten, like an apple, 
orange, pepper or chilli, a seed from inside 
a plum, nectarine or peach stone or a seed 
or bean that you have bought in a packet. 
Before you plant it, observe the seed 
carefully. What does it look like? What is 
the shape and size of the seed? What colour 
is it? How would you describe it to someone 
else? Think about what might happen when 
you plant it. What do you think will happen? 
What might the plant look like when it grows? 
What will you need to do to help it to grow 
healthily? Take time to observe and care for 
your seed as it grows, ensuring it has ample 
amounts of light, water and that the pot it is 
planted in has enough room for the growing 
roots. Keep an observation diary, tracking 
its growth. How does what you see compare 
to what you thought would happen when you 
planted the seed?

Perform the poem
Now, think about how what you have 
noticed could impact on a performance 
of this poem. What will you bring to the 
performance that helps to show how the 
poet feels about the bean and the process of 
its growth? How could you use your voice? 
Should you dramatise any aspects of the 
performance? How will this add to and 
not distract from the meaning and feeling 
behind the poem? Practice reading the poem 
through a few times, trying out different 
ideas and then invite a friend or family 
member to listen to you perform it. Did they 
get a sense of wonder about the bean from 
your performance? 

Activate your imagination
Find a plant that is growing somewhere 
indoors or outdoors. It could be anything 
from a dandelion growing between 
the cracks in the pavement or a large 
cheeseplant in a pot in your home. Take 
some time to observe the plant closely. You 
might even draw it to help you really take 
in the plant in detail. What is special about 
this plant for you? How could you describe 
it to someone else? Think about the power 
of the words in the original poem and how 
magical the bean is made to sound through 
the words chosen to describe it. Use this 
to inspire your own poem about the plant 
you’ve chosen. You could illustrate your 
poem with a drawing of your plant. 
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